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x Who Died 
January 11th, 1713. 


In the Ei ghty Second Year of his Age, | 
And was Buried 


January the Iyth. 
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5 To which is added, | 
| A Short ACCOUNT of his LIFE. 
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THIS ee ne 7 


ceptation, That Chrit# Jaſus came into t e lg 


e euren. of when {47 Chief. 
7 E have. juſt o now attended 5 wo 
verend . 2 0 Th 25 to the "Grave. 
Now, 8 lig ** ns. Tam to en; 

r 4. few Minutes, With a 


Diffs. upon cats ir have been read to 


THE Rea why he choſe thtaPactian af Scriptures 
to be inſi Ae all 11 any 
Time have been intimate with him: U re- 
count to you the Occaſion of the Wande, and thence 
you, may eaſily diſcover the Reaſan of his Chozce. 

THE great 3 St. Faul, in this his E iſtle to 

Timothy, directs him as to his Carriage, and Manage- 
ment in his Ainiſterial Work. ml Ae 
* 2 


e 


— 


HE pgs ws ( ver. 6.) of — who, in their Prea- 
ching, had turn d aſide to vain Jangling, or imperti- 
nent Talking, + to vain Diſcourſes of Talmudical 


. and Endleſs es ies. re es Ove to N 
ht eminent I. 


u raditt uf fo Lene e- 

cx 1 ICE: eir Bene ies; 90 Fe 

: * Jays our \| Engliſh Rabbi, lon — intricate Ra = 

© which they ſtood upon, Aa i themſelves Prieſts, : 
r lee For, as Faſephus * r 1 785 thoug i 

2 oblig'd to be ve 

* chat Affair, therefore they had e of h 

preſerv'd Two Thouſand Years. To theſe we — 
add the Fedigree of their Traditions, which they pre- 
tended to derive from Foſbua in a long Line of Sueeeſ- 
fon to their Times. By Diſcourſes ot theſe Things, 
they endeavour'd torecommend themſelves to the Pep: 
ple. But obſerve what Judgment the Apoſtle makes 
of theſe Preachers of Tradition and Genealogy: He af. 
ſures Timothy, that they nem not what they 9 ſaid: 3 nor 
whereof they did. affirm. Ver. 7: 

THE Ay oſtle, having blam'd' tHePridtiſe of -theſe 
Traditionar Preachers, bleſſeth God for the greater 
Ability- 1 Fidelity. Wicht he had receiv'd, (ver 12) 
fth Fe fus Chrift aur Tord, (ver. 12;) who hath en- 
Pleil me, becauſe he accounted me fat Mal pietring "ne Into 
the Mini 4085 His Sufficiency for his great Work he aſ- 
eribes th the Lord Fefis, who defend he ſhould b 
faithful, and thus foreſaw that he would be ſo; and 
fromm that Proſpe& he committed the Miniſtry to him. 

BU T now, 100 magnity the Grace of God toward 
himſelf: to dif) play the 'Glory of Divine Compaſſion, 
and his Condefieniling. unmerited Fayour, in the next 
Verſe, (ver 15.) he Tecounts Bis former Ws of 
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And injurious. Before thei graci 


by Severity and Perſecution: So that if they 


Fot Mii. GEORGE TROSSE. 5 


Spirit aud his unwarrzntable Conduct. He tells the 
World how 79 to be imploy d in the Ex- 
cellent and Honburable Work of a Aſiniſter of C briſt: 
For, ſays he, #bo was beſbre a Blaſphemer, 4 Perſecuto 
injurious. ''Bi gracious and effectual Ca 
of Cbriſt, he was a Blaſphemer, probably of Cbriſt him · 
curſiug him, and approving the Sentence paſſed upo! 
8 what he jay deſerd d. But h 
wild Zeal carried him farther than all this: Fox he did 
not only blaſpheme Cbrif# himſelf with his on Mouth, 
but he compell'd orbers to hlaſpbeme too, Ads 26. 11. 
Some ſuppoſe, he betook hunſelf to Force and Vialence, 
to prevail with others to Execrate and Curſe Cbriſt: 
The uſual Pra ice of thoſe who are Zealots for a Ritual 
and Traditionary' Religion: What they cannot; recom 
mend by a Divine Inſtitution; they N e 
ave not 
the Support of God's Authority, they will take care 
to have that oß the Secular Arm. engen eig of 11674% 
BU Tas he Hlapbem d the Maſtet, r 
the Servantt. How did he perſecute them? That you 
are told, At 8. 3. where you read, that Saul made 
Havock of the Chureb,' entering into every-Hlauſe; and has 
ling Men and" Women, committed then to. Priſon, He 
was not-ſatisfied with his dwn. Way of Worſhippin 
God, but he muſt ha ve all to ſubmit to his Humqur an 
Dictates, or he would drag them to à Priſon. He 
could not bear it that any Man ſhould differ from him. 
He diſcover'd a burning Zeal againſt all Diſenters. His 
exceſſive Warmth for his Way ſo tranſported him, that 


he made nothing of Breaking in upon the Law of Cha- 
rity. He thought with himſelf, as a great many others 


do, that he could not be Zealou unleſs he had Recourſe 
to Methods of Abuſe and Violence; therefore, as it 
tollows, he was Injurious. Purſuant to this, we are 


told, As 9. 1. That he breath'd out Threatnings and 


Slaughter 


had he Feiib in the Doctrine of the Go 


&6 A FUNERSE SERMON * 


7 cdu ˙· m n 
Slaughtes againft rhe Diſciples of the Lord. Nothing 


wonkd content this furwus Bigot (for ſuch he then 
was) but the Death and Exciſion of thoſe: who: reſus d 
to give in to his Ceremoriens Way of Worſhip. An 
« 5ndifcreet-and ungovernable Zeal foon degenerates. 
* into Fury and Madneſſ . 
BUI althe' this Perſon was an Enemy ta Chri# and 
his Holy Religion, yet he aſſures us, (ver. 13.) that 
obtatned Mercy : And then he adds, (ver. 14.) This 
ace of God was exceeding abundant, tb Faith aud 
Love toward Chriſt Jeſus!? The Grace of God was E- 
minent and Conſpicusus in Calling him firſt 40 the 
Cbriſttian Faith, and then to the Office of an Apoſtle, - 
and enabling him, by Faith and Love, ta promote 
that Holy Religion he had formerly decry'd and 
fought to ſubvert. It is remarkable, that he mentions 
thoſe Graces as very operative in him, which were 
woſt oppoſite to the Sins of his Carnal. State. N 


o 

I in Oppa 
fition to his former Ignorauct and 1 10. He fn 
Love to Cbriſt and Believers\in-Oppolitian+ to his for- 
mer Rage and Cruelty. What a wonderful Change was 


there made by Divine Grace! He, who guſt before 


was an Enemy to Chriſtianity, now becomes a bold 
Profeſſorof it: What before he had maliciouſly decry d 
now, with Freedom and Courage, he taught an 
preacd. Upon this follow the Wards of my Text} 
as an Inference ftoth what he had before ſaid: Well! 
ſince ſo vile a Wretch, fo barbarnus a Per fecnzor, fo 
deſperate a Sinner, brain d Mercy: Thereſore, 

THIS is faithful daying, and worthy of all Accepta- 

tion, That Cbriſt Jeſis cams into' tbe World 10 

{rwoe Sinners, of whom I a Chief. 
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St. Paul had been one of the greateſt of Sinners; yet 
buy the Free- Grace of GOD, he became à Perſon of e- 
minent Holineſs and extraordinary Uſefulneſs. Tho' 
for 4 time he was a Slave to the Devil, and an active 
Agent of Hell, yet at length he hecamea faithful and 
inde{atigable Servant of Chriſt, to promote his Inter- 
eſt and propagate his Holy Religion: Divine Grace 
gave a turn tohis Spicit, aud led him into a better 
and a ſafer Way. _.. 

FROM what has been ſaid, you may eaſily gueſs 
at the Reaſon of the Choice Mr, TROSSE made of 
bis Text to be diſcourſed on at his Funeral: For, in 2 
very great meaſure, St. Paul's Caſe was bit. When 
he firit ſet out in the World, he was a wild, extrava- 
gant Young Man, under the Controul of an Ungo- 
vern'd Fancy and Exorbitant Paſſions: For ſome con- 
ſiderable Time, he ſtaund his Practice with ſome Juſt- 
ful Follies and Exceſſes “; as he informs us in an 
Account he has left of himſelf, written with his own 
Hand. 

HE expreſly and mournfully 2 * That in 
his Youthful Days he was Atberftical,and little mind- 
* ed the God who made him; was not ſolicitous to pay 
© Him that Adoration and Homage that was his Due, 
and negleQed all pious Applications to God in ſecret. 
© That he was an intenſe Enemy to Puritans, and to 
* thoſe who were moſt Religious. That he kept vain 
Company, ptaid much at Cards, talk d fooliſhly, ſcof- 
fed at Godlineſs, and wis a very, welcome Compani- 
© on to the Protane.* When he was in France his 
Temper was not alter'd : For, he tells us, He had an 
* Aiitipathy to the Proteſtants there, frequently reviling 
them. de reſided awhile at Morlais, in Francs, where 
he was more extravagantly Wicked and Vitious than 
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* But he was kept fiom the compleat and grofs Acts of Fornt- 
cation and Adultery, as he has aheady mtorm'd the Publick. 


- 


| * | g . . | | JG? 2 N N f 
he tua been before A While after hne fix d at London 
= 

| 


% 
_ 


and there he was ſtill the ſame Perſon; ſperiding his 
Time moſtly in Tzverns,Gaming andDrinking to exceſs. 
And this, he fays, kept up his Antipathy to the Power 
| of Godlineſs and the Profeſſours of it. Then, adds he, I 
"was zealous for I knew not what; contemning what I ought 
#9 Þave highly valu d and honour'd;, deſpiſine the pure 
Worſhip of God; doting on Ceremonies. and Humane Inven- 
tionr. In this ſenſual Courſe of Life he continu'd for 
ſiome conſiderable Time; till at length God convuls'd 
Riis Mind, awakd him out of his Stupidity, and made 
him in ſome meaſure} ſenſible of his great Wickedneſs, 
"Nay, in ſome Time, he was ſtartled to ſuch a Degree, 
that he was quite Diſtracted, Wild, and Outragious: 
But, by the Uſe of Means, he recover'd again out of 
this Diſtraction, and gain'd the regular Uſe of his 
Reaſon. Butthen, in a little Time, he relaps d again, 
betook himſelf to his former extravagant Courſe ot 
* returnd to his old Company, and his old Pra- 
Cices. 
AF ER this again, God laid him under great Con- 
victions: His Mind was dreadfully convuls'd, and the 
ILerrors of God beſet him round; and then he was as 
| Wild and Diſtracted as before, But, by the Uſe of the 
lame Means, which before had been ſucceſsful to his 
Recovery, he regaiwd a Compoſedneſs of Mind. But, 
after this, he forgot his former Terrors and ſolemn 
Engagements, and made a Return to ſome of his for- 
mer Sins; butt with that Violence as before, He 
(lid not continus long in this Condition, but, in a lit- 
tle Time, the Grace of God throughly awaken'd him, 
alter'd the Temper of his Mind, and made him as E- 
minent for Holineſs as he had been Enormous in Sin. 
So that now, not Ceremonies, but the Subſtance of Reli- 
gion, was the Entertainment of his Mind, the Object 
pt his Love, and what inflam'd his Zeal. Now he 2 
ſaw the Deformizy of Sin, and the Beauty of Holineſs: . 
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And ever fince, his Life has bebn conſpicubus for a 
continu'd Courſe of Piety, Cbarity and Sobriety : 80 
that he was a #lorious Inftance of Free-Grace, as St. Paal 


had been before him. This, I am latisfy d, led him 


to recommend this Text to our Conſideration: Now, 
therefore, I ſhall endeavour to offer ydu ſome” Alli- 
ſtance, in the exerciſing your Thoughts about this 
Portion of Holy-Writ. Obſerve then, . ©, 


„e THAT you have an imiportant Propoſition 


laid down, viz. That Feſus Cbriſt came into the World. 
to ſave Siunert. d X85 This Word denotes 
Men famous, or rather infamous, for Vice aud Wicked- 
nes, who have contracted a Habit of Signing, and 
*- boldly perſiſt in their Sins, without Repentanceand 
Reformation, as the Learned aſſure us. Theſe 
therefore, are the Sinners whom the Son of God came 
to ſave. Some ſuch as theſe are now and ben remar - 
kably ſingled out, as the Admirable Inſtances of Di- 


vine Compaſſion 
Secondly, THE Apoſtle having laid dawn this 
Truth, he ſingles out himſelf as a moſt eminent Iu- 


ſtance, to illuſtrate and enforce it; and therefore pre- 


ſently adds, Of whom I am Chief. He confeſſes Him- 
ſelf to have been one of the wor, one of the principal 
of theſe greatSinners. He had been an uncommonsinner, 
great beyond others; a Sinner violent and putragions , 
yet God magnify d His Grace in his Recoyery. +; 

- Thirdly, YO U have the Certainty and Excellency 
of this Truth expreſs'd ; This is a faithful Saying, 
and worthy of all _Acceptation: I A true Saying, of which 
noone has any Reaſon to doubt; worthy of al Accepta- 
rion ; that is, worthy, with all Thankfulneſs, to be 
believ d, received and entertain cd. 

-*. Homines Vitiorum Turpitudine Claras. Vid. Dieterici 
Nov. Teſtamenti Iluſtramentum in Voce d (62 27A * 
te Ayes * . 
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WERAL SERMON. 


I, 3 > ung in tl e Y Words, very _remar- 
wo * The 4po e fa 55 FT. 20 fave. 
Sinuers, of whom: che, ut, of bam I | am} 


Chief.” "Which 12 85 thus much: That when Pex- 
ſons are renew d, juſtify'd, and recpncil d to their God, 
they are ſtill to entertain a rod 214 of their graat 
Sint, nd. the Tran gendeuc 4 8. Grace extended 
to thei. Tho' this ("AC Apoſtle Foe. a 15 mcere Pe- 
nitent, and had been made the Ol ject doning Mer- 
cy ; yet, obſerve with what 150 ley Self-4haſe- 


ment, he ſtill acknowledges hin ty a Sinner; yea, 


the C hief of Siuners; or, the Ring: -Leader of Rebels 
againſt leaven: Tho' When he penn d the Words, he 


| was one of the hrighteft of Saint; "Thus the Reverend 


Perſon, whoſe Funerals have juſt now, been ſolemnizd, 
doth in effect ſay to you: When Cbrit ſavd me, He 


ſau d! the Chief of Sant From the Words then, thug. 


explain d, I would recommend to Yo ce e 
his following Tru Viz, 


por. f 74 T Chrift Feſus, came into the Wald x 


20 fave the SO: of. Sinners. 


J. 7 HAT Cbriſt came into the World. 

II. THAT He came to fave Sinners. 

3 n He came to ſave the Chief of FR 
Din UEC 


IV. 1 ſhall endeayour 6 a 0 Eero 


ot it. 


expreſſiye of His Incarnation, doth nat on ly infor 


that, 
Me 


urſuant to the Promiſes and Predictions of the 


Aal 


— m3”. Pa — 1 OS... ma. 


I. cg RIST came into the World, This: is not only 


us that the Divine Perſon was united to our Not, and 


» Was mee Mes ; but, Sn it inti- 


We er of, he tn lt bed... 


how 
uy 


-o0 


EC "a4 a" 
— — % 


mates to us, 


being gar. our $ 


Are de 
World.” 810 
2 bit a8 an bumble $ 171105 in the p oo, 


70 Son . 550 came to By 
expoſe Himfelt i o the grealeſt iſeries and 
87 for oy ſakes. 1 — came —— a > azo 
rety; tolatis ce, to att 
1 Goton and b AI theſs 
25 10 that 8 0 ion, bs i came\ 298 ho 
Ie not in to there as A meer ind eu- 


12 wo 


Its n no 
our 


Fallen May, that His Salvation 1 Ulf þ ©, acc 
He came to Süffet, tbe Jt Lo 1 gf Unjuft;. i 
"right bring u 2a G04. 1 Pet. 1 But to iuſi ter. 50 
longer upot this, I ptoceed. fo the Second General 3 


II. cHRIS e ſerve Sim Fe. 
He would n&er have deſcended hither, 30 uid 
Himſelf open t6 fd many Miſeries as He Thad it 
not been for the Sins of Revolted Mottals.”. len re- 
Velba againſt their great Lord, f Ente an 777 nies Ho. 
ne „ hereupon they became Slaves. to. in, were 

guilty before 09, and forfeited: all the Har pineſs 
But now, our Lord pityd the 248 55 

of Apoſtate Man and was bent upon, his, Recovery 
thetofote, was J Dates d, that He would gration 1 Jar 

terpoſe for his Relief. For this End He came 
with Power, to reſcue Inthtall'd Souls out of theP Paws 
of the Roaring Lion, and to 2 them from the 
Tyranny of their Reigning Lufts. He came with. a 
' Sacrific 

boliſh their Guilt, that they might not come into 
Condemnation. He came to pacity His Father's Wrath, 
fo divert the killing Strokes of Vengeance from miſe- 
rable Sinners, and to make oe tween; God and- 
Men. He came alſo with a Deſi 5550 by His Heavenly 
Dottrine, the Guidance of His and His bright. 
Example, to direct them in dhe 0 Way to a Canſummate 
Happineſs. The Eternal Felicity, of loft Souls was in His 
Eye, when He expos'd Himfelf to Scorn and D. Nerger 
* 2 en 


e to attone for eir Sins, and o to a- 
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"when He encountred all the Rage of Men, and all the 


Agonies of a bloody Death. Luke 19. 15. For tbe Son 
"Man is come 10 ſeek, and to ſave that ahich was loſt. 


. CHRIST came into the World to ſave the 


This, I make no Queſtion, was moſt in the Eye of | 


, 


Chief of Sinners: Some of the very worſt of Sinners. 


"my deceas d Father, and your, Paſtor, hen heorder'd a 
Diſcous ſe ſhonld he made to you upon this Text: There- 
fore, to this I thall confine.my ſe lf, as to what I ſhall 
farther ſay to you. We find, from Experience, that 
ſometimes ſome of the moſt Brutiſh of Sinners are fa- 
vour d with Divine Grace. The Slaves of the Devil 
ha ve been made the Loyal Subjects of Chriſt. Some 
have been taken out. of the very Suburbs of Hell, to 
triumph in the Happineſs of Heaven,. The heaftly 
Sen ſualiſt, the ſotriſh Debauchee, the demure Phariſee, 
the painted Hypocrize, the malignant Per ſecutor, the hel- 
I;jþ Blaſpbemer, have ſometimes been brought to ſtoop 
to the Scepter of Chriſt, and have humbly paid their 
Homage to Him, that He might ſcreen them from E- 
n e With 

1. HIS may be made very evident by a great 
number of Inſtances, I ſhall offer to you, that firſt 
and fatal one of Apoſtate Alam, from whom all the 
reſt of Mankind not only deriv'd their Nature, but 
their Depravity He was, we may be ſatisfy'd, a very 
great Sinner. His Rebellion againſt his God, was ex- 
ceedingly aggravated by the clearneſi of the Knowledee 
he finn'd againſt, He very well underſtood his Duty 
in its Latitude. God reveal'd His Vill to him imme- 
diately; gave him His Law, as twere, from His own 
Mouth. The Command which was given him was ea- 
{ſy to have been kept. He had no Inclination. in his 
own Heart, to comply with the Temptation with which 


he was aſſaulted ; He had ſufficient 4biliry to have with · 


ftcod it. He could not but know, that if he fell, he 


would 


— 4 
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1 in Glory. For, G i 
Diſcovery of His merciful Deſign towards him and 


fer M. GEORGE TROSSE. "=" "HS 


would expoſe himſelf to Death, and derive upon his 


Poſterity Guile and Miſery. He was highly ungrateful 
to his 847 as well as unkind and cruel to himſelf, and 


all is Oft-ſpriog. Theſe Things conſider d, it will 
appear, that as Adam was the jr/t of finful Men, ſo he 
was one of the worſt of Sinners: But yet,. we have 


reaſon charitably to hope that he found Mercy, and is 


now, tho? he: was ſo great a Sinner, a triumphant Saint 
was pleas d to make an early 


his Poſterity, of ſaving wretebed Sinners by the Dearth 
of His Sor : The Seed of -the Woman was promis d to 
break the Serpen?s Head, Gen. 2. 15. As this Promiſe 
was made him, ſo we have no reaſon to think that he 
did not believe it; but, rather, Charity will incline 


nus to conclude that he was a real Penitent, and that 


he repos'd his Confidence in a N Meſhab, for 
Pardon and Acceptance with God. Beſide, in the 


Genealogy of our Saviour, as ſome obſerve, he is 


called, The Son of God, Luke 3. 36. A Son ꝙ God, not 


only on the account of Creation, for ſo the Devil was 
a Son of God; but upon the ſcore of Adoption. 

ABRAHAM, the Father of the Faithful, whom 
theScripture ſtiles the Friend of God, ( 2 Chron. 20. 7.) 


was, in all probability, at firſt a great Provoker of a 


jealous Majeſty. E It s commonly thought, that he had 
0 


been a ſottiſ later in Ur of the Caldees, a Worſhip- 
per of the Sun and Fire, as his Fathers had been. 70%. 24. 
2. Says Joſbua there to the Iſraelites, the Poſterity of 4 
brabam, Tour Fathers, dwelt on the other ſide of the Flood 
in old Time, even Terah the Father of Abraham, and 
the Father of Nachor, and they ſerv'd other Gods. Let 
was God pleas'd to ſingle out 4brabam to be a Monu- 
ment of Free-Grace and Mercy. Why was he thus 
call d and befriended above any of his Family, but be- 
cauſe God would have: Mercy on whom he would have 
Mercy ? What a Conſummate Character of 7 

inner 


outs. 
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Sinner ha ve we in A aun ? Ihe ſatied Hiſtory de- 
{cribes him as one of the greuie Momterr, for Wicked- 
neſs and: Rebelion. again God that de World ever 
ſaw. Lou have a full afd ample Actount of him in 
2 Chron. 33. He was the Sbn of a good King, there- 


fore had had the Ad vantage of & pions Education. We 


may juſtly conclude, that gracibus Hear carefully 
inſtructed im in the giaud and important Matters 
of Relig inn, and acquainted him - betirties . with the 
whole Compafſs of his Duty: Yet zbir Aan, with alf 
theſe Advantages, made an eariy Defection from his 
God ; he ſdom forgot the pious Leſſons his Fatbe: 
taught him, ran into an Exceſs of Wickedneſs, and 
was one of the moſt faithful. Vaſtals to the inc: 
Darkneſs, for 3 Time, that ever be had the govern- 
ment af. I would not be large in recounting his black 
and Helliſh Villanier. He wud the Worſhip of Baal; 
which ls prow Farber difcountenanc'd, and did what 
be could to eatirpate. He deny d to pay Adoration 
and Honiage ta the ave God, and worfbipp'd all'tbe Hof! 
" Heaven, and ſervd rbem. He built Atart in the 
oufe of the Lord, which was approptiated only to His 
Service, ancthere he placd his [abt, as if he deſign d 
to affront God to his Face, and to ſet-up one to rivat 
Him in his oαnn Houſe. So cruel and mertileſs was he 
to the Fruit of his own Loins, that he made his Chil- 
dren ro peſ3thro' rhe Fire in the Valley of the Som of Hin. 
20m, and this in Honour to his God Moloch. He main- 
tain'd a Familiarity wirb the Devil, us d' Inchantments 
and & itcberaſt. But his Wickedneſs did not ſtop here: 
For it was not enough to him to tranſgreſs the Divine 
Commands, but he did what he could to draw others 
to fin againſt God too: He puſwd on others to 
the ſame Enormities; yea, he led them on to gra- 
rer Wickedneſjes than even the Heathen Nations had ar- 
riv d to. He made the Tubabitants of Jeruſalem to err, 


and tu do worfe than the Heathen, 2 Chron. 25. 9. And 


* 
1 * 
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he y.Fexce and Violence, beeauie he was 
a BLOODY. PERSECU'TOR : For, it is (aid; 
be ſbed innacent Blood very much, till he filled Jeruſaleny 
with Blood from one aud to the ober, 2 we 5; 27. 16. 
Here was a Sinner every way quality d for the ꝗociety 

of the Infernal. Lezious : A. Perſan, one would — 
ught, ſhould not have 77 long out of Hell. Who 
— almoſt, have ſuppos d that Aſerey ſhould. ever 
have embrac d ſuch a Rebel as this; one ſo enorvly. 
vile as he? Vet, Divine Grace fetch d him from under 
the Devil's Tyrauny: This infamous V rere was: wom 
upon to return to his God, and after all met with Ac- 
ceptance. 

WHAT a vile Sinner was, Mary Magdalen 3 She 
was remarkably under a Diabolical Inflaexce'; for (ha 
was under the controul of feven Devils... Mark 26: 9g! 
When Fefus was riſen, eqrly the Fir Day of ab Week: 
he appear d firſt to Mary Magdalen, ont — 
caſt ſeven Devils. One, to beſuse, under the Pawer of 
ſo many N maſt have been enormonly wicked ? 
But yet, ſhe. had not ſinnd herfelt beyond: the reach 
of Mercy: ; God brought hen to Repontaixe, and gave 
her a Pardon, 

THE The upon the Cf (Luk. 23643) bad brew 
2. notorious Offender, He was juſt ready to drop · inta 
Hell; juſt falling into the Hands of Devils. But Chri#. 
Pang, his Ruine, awakend in him à Senſe of hir 

anger. indulg d him his Grace, and led him to Howe 


50 we find any Converts made among; the rend 
Nr thoſe. Men of Ceremony, fond of Tradition 
Men haughty and imperious? Very few-1- S0 that; 
as one ſays, © Seribes and Doctors continue Dews/s in 
— C Late, ry fac y — Saints _ 
+ the Step, and e e a Comvere on e 
4 Croſs... # proc | m 
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- WE find, there were ſome among the Hpbe Fans who 
had been addicted to Magick, and other Diabolr:al Arts; 
yet, were won upon to entertain the Goſpel, to re- 
nounce their wicked Arts, and to ſubje& themſelves 
tothe Authority of Chrif# : For we are told, (As 19. 
19.) That many of them alſo which ud curious Arts, 
brought their Books together, and burn d thaw before all 
Men, and they counted the Price of them, and found it 
Fifty Thouſand Pieces of Silver. ; 

g P. ET us take a view of the Condition of the Corin- 
thians before the Gopel-Day ' dawn'd upon them. 
They were Perſons blacken'd with the moſt in- 
famans V ices, and the lewdeſt Practices. Be pleas d 
to conſult thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10, 

11. The Unrighteous ſball not inherit the Kingdom of God; 
neither Fornicators, nor Idslaters, nor Adulterers, nor 
Effeminate, nor Abuſers of themſelves with Mankind, 
nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, 
nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God; and 
ſuch were ſome of you. Here the Apoſtle recounts ſome 
of the groſſeſt Vices, ſome of the moſt flagrant Wic- 
kedneſſes, and charges them upon theſe Perſons. But, 
would God have mercy upon ſuch as theſe > Would 
He make ſuch Brutes and Devils the Monuments of His 
Grace? Yes, He would: For adds the Apoſtle, But ye 
are waſh'd, but ye are ſanftify'd, but ye are juſtified in 
tbe Name 7 the Lord Jeſus, and b tho Spirit of our God. 
Oh! the aſtoniſhing Grace of God! to faſten upon ſuch 
Sinks of Sin, and ſuch Dung-Hills of Naſtineſs as 
theſe! Here you have Devils really turn'd into Au- 
gels of Light. Here you have Perſons fitted for the 
Burning Lake, pitch'd upon te Le the Heirs of Heaven. 
How admirably did the Grace of God triumph in ſuch 
a Change? | | | 

"BUT once more, I would give you the Inftance of 
St. Pau] ; once a haughty Phariſee, a Blaſpbemer of 
Chriſt and his Ways; one who litted up his Month a- 

gaiuſt 


- Frags againſt, 
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gainft Heaven. A furious PERSEGU TOR, an E. 
vemy to God Above, and a bitter Enemy to the Sainte 
Below : On which account, St. aul accuſes himſelf 
as the CHIEF of Sinners, From whence we may ve- 
ry well conclude, that PERSECUTION is a great 
aud aggravated Sin; a Sin of a.dogp Die and of an i- 
menſe Guil: : He, therefore, who perſecures any of his 
Chriſtian Brethren, let him be who he will, has arriv'd 
to.a great Height of Vic kednef. And, on this Occa» 
fion, I would recommend to. yeu a Paſſage from. a 
Druive of the EſtabliſÞ'd Church : I would to God, 
„Jays be) that the PERSECUTING SPIRIT 
{© among us would conſider of this, which is as b:rrer 
* as ever in the Breaſts of ſome againſt their PR Qs 
* © TESTANT BRETHREN ; but, bleſs d be 
God, Legally reſtraind. It would be well for ſome 
if they conſider'd this. r 
3 BUT tho' this Eminent Apoſtle had been a3 PER- 
SECUTOR. ſo violent and raging, and thence con- 

eluded himſelf the Chief of Sinners; yet, he obtain'd 
$ Mercy : Grace mended his Spirit, ſweeten d it with 
Charity and Gentleneſs; and then he laid aſide all 
Rigour and Violence, and heartily eſpous'd the Gauſe 
of deſpit d Chriſtianity » Then he affectionately recom- 
$ »:ended the Way, which before he decry d, — madly 


. OUR REVEREND FRIEND Deceasd, as 1 
have already inform'd yo, was in his Toungor Tears 
exceedingly lemd and vitious: But God, at length, re- 
cover d him out of the Snares of the Devihꝭ and for a 
great many Years he liv'd a very regular àud en- 
plary Life, and dyd a. very comfortable Death: 
which you ſhall have a more ample Account in the 
Sequel of this iſcowſe, Thus then, froma very great 
I Number of Inſtances, it is manifeſt, that Chritt came 
Tore et nn” ol ag „t 75 \ eee 


" 


1 lt. Eurkitt, on 1 Tim. 1. 123. 


ter d to all forts 'of- Sinners, wh 
What a vile Generation were thoſe” People fn Be: | 


mm ai A&P EEA SH. Mo 


into the World to Ax the CHPEP- of Stoner. Warns, 
wr THIS will türtuer appear it 
fider, that there is ah Hrvrtatibn male to 


ſuch: "God 


calls bpon them, An clit? with the geren Hef gr, 
* that che met bt embrac d in the Arms of his/Mers 


Ihe wort *Hd\the moſt pair agb of S7nbjers des 


Hs offer Merey 10; Nohe are excluded the Tenders 


ofthis Grace. Tf FG. 5 $75" Lerths tell f ſate hu 

& theUirio bttous Man 4 ih 760 

Lord, He will Dave prey upon Gra, l root GIA, for H. 

will abundantly Pardon! Here Mercy: and Pardon Are 
ever they may. be, 


by the Prophet, / '1;" 2. where God by him com- 


plains of them, That He had vo 1 nd bing up | 


Children, and they Ball vebell'd a gaiuſt him? And fAys 


758 
He, ver. 4. Ab fal Nation! 7 People laden with - : 
quity,- 4 Seed of Evil Doers, Children that are Cor rpth rs, | 
they hu us for ſaken the Lord, they hade provoked the holy 


Ons 'of Iſrael to Abiver, they are gone away backward, 


Ver. 5 —The whole. Head is fi: +, and the 20e Heir: 
| We All Orders and 2 9 5 of Men had” made , 


were frgling Hypocrites Thel 1 75 7 10 4 


Deity; but yet their Hand- were fil 9 Blood, a 
80 that their bloody Hands were a 5 — 


Devbtions. Tho they paid their 8$2vices 


2. great deal of Pomp And Solemnity, yet w "Hey 


tel and ſaneuinar nary: They were unmercfful Ng Men; 
ant Mac tert of their God. But yet; ſuch was rn 


paſſion of the great Preſerver of Men, that He 


tcends to inuiie theſe very Perſons to accep of 9 8 0 | 


Favour : Ver. 18. Come now, let us reaſon. together, 
ſæith the Lord: Fbv your Sinr avs been Seater, 


Hall 


u will but con 
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chen, if God'offers Pardon and 
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Mall be at whitt' 45 Sub ; 1h "they are RH 
long they ſbali le as Wooll. Hetel yu ms y* 8B tis 
Rechnciliation and Pardon kenderd to ſom de 
molt creresleſꝭ and deteſtable of Siunbrs. Here id Merty 
offer d to thoſt, Who, one Wöuld Rave thohght Thowld 
inſtantly have fallen Bloody Victims to Divifie Juſtice. 
The ſame fort of Sinners dods Goll® grabiouſly rtl 
Ezek; 333117 Why mill ye dis, O Hoſe of Ife "Now = 

Reconaliatiof ta di- 
ners ſu great and abomnablꝭ, tlleu Chriſt was, in Tie 
to be their Saviour? And had they made 3 dütt ul 

Keturn to their effeuded God, they would have met 
with Mercy in conſideration'sf the An Wacrifte - 
which Chriſt, in after Times, Was to offer uß ?: 
. WE may alſo conſider,; that our Saviour, ' when 
He was here on Earth, convers'd much with ſuch ſort 
of People, to ſeek to gain them to God: On which 
accbunt, He / was reproach d by his Enemies, who 
ſcornfully ſaid: Behold! 4 Man gluttonous, and a Mine- 
Bibber; a Friend of F Sinners, Matth. 
11. 19. Va 3 4a ow k «| 

IT's remarkable, that the firſt People who were 
favourd with his Preaching; with' his Divine: Diſcour- 
ſes, were Mariners, or Satiore g who are ſeldom the 
moſt reform d part of Mankind; many times bringin 

Home the Vice, as well as the Hnimioditier, of other 
Nations. Matth. 4. 15. The Ihiftbitants of thoſe Seæ- 
Coaſts are ſa id vo fie in Darkneſs) ver. 16. They were a 

dark Generation, both upoii the Acchnunt of Sin and Ig- 
norance. And Chriſt went among them to enlighten 
and ſave them He came to them to direct them in 
ahe Way to an Eternal Happineſs TDD 

As one obſerves: Aſarthew à Publicane, Zathens 

Zan Extortiover, an old Sinner, were made the Tro. 

2 of his Orace. He ſeem d to take pleaſure in 

aking Froſelytes in the Devil's Qnarters. What%vas 

*he:Woman'dt Smaria, but a Harlot and an IdoJater® 
iy * What 
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the groſſeſt Offenders: 
. ba, David, &c. If He would deſcend from ſuch, it 
is not improbable that He would thereby hint to us, 


laid. 


What was the Canaauitiſßb Woman, but a „as He 
ſtil d her? Yet, both of them brought into the King- 
dom of Chriſt, and turn'd from Satan unto God. 80 
. that He made thoſe to be the Ohjecto of Aſerey, Who 
. deſerv'd. to have been the Subjatfs.of Vengeance. All 
this is.a clear Evidence, that Chriſt came into the 


* © . 


World to ſave the'CHIEF of Sinners. 


* 


MAN more Arguments might be offer d you to | 


3 ” 
x 


given Evidence to this Truth: For ſo much ſeems 


to be intimated to us by the Perſons from whom our 
Saviour deſcended; many of whom had been ſome of 
ach as Rabab, Lot, Bariiſbe- 


that He is willing to dwell in the Hearts of the worft x 


of Sinners, But I have not time to add more. 


I proceed to make ſome Application of what has been N 


y % 
i þ * 
„11 


APPLICATION. © 


IS this a Truth, that Chriſt came into the World 
to fave the CHIEF of Sinners © Te 
I. HENCE then may we infer, the Freeneſ of 
Dizine Grace. Is God's Compaſſion ſometimes effectu- 
ally extended to ſome of the greateſt of Sinners? Then 
none can plead Merit in the Buſineſs of Pardon and 
Salvation. That any are Converted, favoured with 
the Grace of God, and adopted into the J. ine of Hea- 
ven, is owing to unmerited Love. It is Grace which 
fetches any Sinner out of the Territories of Hell, from 
under the Controul of a Lordly Devil, and gives them 
a Title to Glory. The moſt moral and prudent of car 
nal Men, cannot merit the Grace of God, or the Sa- 
ving Influences of the Spirit: Great Sinners are de- 
ſperate Rebels againſt their God, ungratetul * 


. Deſpiſers of the kind Offers: He makes them; And 
can ſuch deſerve any thing at the Hands of a+ pro- 
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of the admirable Fruits of his Bounty, diſingenuous 


vok d God? No; but, rather, they deſerve the ſinape 
teſt Rebukes, and Judgments the moſt fevere, A 
great Malefactor cannot pretend to merit a Pardon, or 
à Releaſe from his Confinement at the Hand of his af- 
fronted Prince: Therefore, it is impoſſible that Sin- 
ners ſhould deſerve the Favour of God. For what e- 
ver Good they enjoy, they muſt acknowledge to be 
the Fi uit of Fee- Grace The Apoſtle ſpeaks in effect 
the ſame thing, when he ſays, Epheſ. 2. 8. By Grace 
oo {aus bro Faith; and that not of your ſelves; it 
3s tbe ift of God. FOE | „ DS 2} 0.7. 
2. DID Chriſt come into the World to ſave the 
CHIEF of Sinnors? Then is there a Poſſibility of 
Salvation for the wor# of Ungodly Men,” Let not any 
fay, I have been a very great and extravagant Sin- 
ner, I have been a harden d Rebel, therefore Iam out 
of the Reach of Divine Compaſſion: Be not forward 
to make ſuch a Concluſion, Sinner, ho ever thon art; 
for Chriſt came to ſave the CHIEF of Sinnert: He 
came with a gracious Deſign to make many of rhefe 
Inſtances of his Mercy. Thou haſt had clear Proof of 
this. The Greatneſs of thme Offences will be no Bar 
to Chrift's ſaving thee, if thou art but ſincerely wil- 
ling; for He can ſave to the uttermoſt, Heb." 7. 25. 
There is no Luſt ſo ſtrong, but He can ſubdue; no 
Guilt fo black, but He can remove, Chriſt has of- 
ferd up an Atoning Sacrifice of immenſe Value, 
which has ſatisfy d Juſtice, com penſated for our Crimes, 
and merited Indemnity for the wor of Sinners, if 
they will but diſmiſs their Sins, and hambly ſie for 
Divine Grace. God's Mercies, thro* Chriſt, are grear, 
beyond Expreſſion, to all ſuch as are penitent, and 
make an unreſery'd Dedication of themſelves to their 
Cod. Nay, tho* Sinners have greatly and frequent- 
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ly revolted, yet, if at laſt they will return, they will 
be embrac'd in the merciful Arms of God. Fer. 3. 1. 
Says God there ta his backſſiding Peaple;; Thou ha# 
Plays the Harlot with many Lovers, yet rerurm' again 10 
tue, ſairb abe Lurd. She had aſlociated with many in 


* 


their Idolatries, yet, aſter all their reprated Pre vari- 
cations» God was ready;$0.vective them. No Sinner 
is excluded the Mercy of God for the greatueſ of his 
Sins, if he doth not render them unphrdonable by a 
nal Impenitence. Here then is Encouragt ment for 
the moſt profirgare of #rerches, (not to continur in their 
Sius, but) ta make a dutiful Return to their God. Re- 
member, Sinner. God waits to be gracious to.thee.: 
He is ready to embrace Prodigals. He has perempta- 
#ily.told thee, Jobn 6. 3J. Him 'tbat cometb unta-me, 
chwillzuao wiſecaſt out. He will not diſmiſs thee from 
his Favour, reject thee from his Covenant, or debar 


thee an Entrance into his Kingdom. Since a Paul, 


ſince à Aſenaſſel, ſinte a diary Magdalen, ſince the 
infamous Conintbians obtain d Mercy ; what Reaſon haſt 
thau to doubt of thine Acceptance, upon thine unfeig- 
ned-Repentance? Has he ſav'd ſo many Sinners, Sin- 
ners ſo loathſome and abominable, ſo harden'd and 
obſtinate, audi will He not alſo ſave thee, if thon wilt 
hut apply thy ſelf to him with a Believing Heart? 
When did our: Sav7opr ever reject a bumble and a ber 
Feuigg. Sinnet d . wh 9 16 945 Tot ; 9: 
3. DID Gihriſt come to ſave the (CHIEF of Sin- 
ner Then lpw.ancxeufable are they who bid Defi- 
ance to their bDνν,f, and baſely deſpiſe the 47d Ofc 
fora: He makes them? Chriſt is willing to ſa ve the 
moſt 2gxr/ty and ena d. He affets Mercy to poar 
mi ſerable Souls, ho are iu danger, every Moment, 
at being caſtidutu dater Darkneſs. And what diſt ra- 
tied Wretches are they to renounce their q] Salva- 
o Her xpaſefthemſelves wilfully to all the Tor- 
* theatre arld? Is Chriſt come to. ſour 
* Jou, 
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ſon and a Scarlet Die? Tet will Chriſt be ybur Savi 
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and will you-:ſcorn and reibt him? Wall yoot und 
value all his Love 4nd: do 10 bent 
upon yeut Ruiux? Are rn fond of ennthſtangtit with 
Almighty Vengeance? Will ou ſer:yaud Breaſts H 
gu inſt tlie Thunder of higPower? Where i aαur Neu 
Gn > Uchere out Gratitude “ is this vohf Kinldneſd 
to your Friendꝰ Havectpoitoutbſtoodritiobt Jorge: 
noughagainſt tlie Invitations vf Chriftatteady+Have 
a care of, Delays? Tau | know: mot what be the 
atal; Con ſequence. Ext t istoo late atathnd I 
iſmils y6ar darling Sivs; reſign qtour ſebbes to tha 
gentle Gaverument of Chriſt that yaumay become 
the Sau fal Eu ꝛctt bih l νοννννονννο a 


4. DID Chtiſt come MtrotHe: World to: ſave the 


CHIEF of Sinners? Thenlet Sinners bb pudwriſ d on 
to make th ir humble Addreſs to their Savibduſ, that 
they may nat eternally pctilh, but! be: frwöurd with 
a compleat Salvation. Mhat tho youhavobeen great 
Offenders >, What tho“ ybur Sins ha ve been of a C 


our, to skreen you from Wrath, and ſecure yonαν from 
Hell, if you will but diſmiſs your Sins and ſub jet 
your ſelves to your Sονν Authority. Say no more 
Ve will not have this Man ru rule auer ur. Take dam 
ctuary 1d; his1Blood and: Yomads, that the Deſtroy 

Angel may paſs ydu by Be uo longer re 
your ſelves and your d Peace. Vi wil you! die” 
What! Is there no Attractive in the Merties of yore 
Gad, or the Kindneſs af , yoitr Saviour? Whats Um 
A 00 as to yuur o n Souls? Is ũt indifferent 
vou What becomes of them ii there nothing tertibis 
in Damnation? Are the Devils defirable Company? 
Had yu rather lodge with 'thetn; that ſpend um Ztüy: 

pity: with1hlefſed:Angels?: Stiall hot the tenderRoweld 
of your Savmur melt foub Hearts; ain tim to d 


Compliance? OrSire! berferiousr Think What Wil 


be your Oaſe, how. doMirdus; how: ertreamly dico 
bobaam | folate, 


vil ʒ He has beautify 
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_ folate if, in a very little Time more; you accept 
oF Ii f ow 


not of the Kind Propoſals-of your Jo ſus. Leif! Q 
15% IS-Chriſt-come to ſave the CHIEFof Sinners? 


Then let all gracious Souls thankfully admire Free» | | 


Grate, and live, in ſome meaſure. anſwerably to ſo 
ſingular a Mercy. God has pluck d you out of the 
Kama of fal, reſcu d you rom the Tyranny of the De- 

d your Souls with his Grace, ju- 
ſtify d your Perſons, and will ſnortly condu & you to 
Heaven, there to ſing eternal Hallelujahs. O] then, 
how ſnould you ſpeak to the Honour of Free-Grace ; 


Tho your: nt and Rebellion) have been very black. 


and abominable, yet did not the Mercitul God give 
you up as: incorrigihle :: No: but when He ſufter'd 
orbert to run headlong to Heil in the defiling Paibs of 
Sin, He meerhy by his own unmerited Favour doli. 
ver d you from the Power of Darkneſs, and tranſlated you 
nz: the Kingdom of ibis dear Som. So that, altho' as to 
you. Sin abounded, yet: Grace bus much more abounded, 
He has made you the |Childran bf Light, and ſhortly 
you will be the Children of the Reſurredlion. In a lit. 
tle Time more, yu will be carried above all Sin and 
Sorrow, where you will be for ever aith tbe Lord : 
How, for this Reaſon, ſhould. you | glorify God? Let 

ont Souls magnify tbe Lord, and all that is within you 

le bis Holy) Name. Tell the World what He hath 
done for ybur Souls. Beſſire N to live as the Re- 
deemed of the Lord: Ion are haug hit with! A Price, there- 
fore gloriſ God n your Body, and in your Spirit, which 
are Gods, 1 Cor. 6. 20. Godchas ſignally diſplay d 
his Merey i fo. you,” let this then engage ybu to be 


merciful to others. Do not venture wilfufly upon A. 


ny Thisg which may diſpleaſe God, 'whohasfo tnuch 
been your Friend. Study all you can to promote his 


Intereſt im your Places, and fill up your Iime with 


a; Gonrſe; of, Duty. This is what yoür late Pious 
PAS T QR;:the Reverend Mr. TRQSSE} tecom- 


mended 


= 
51810 
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975 Example, as, well | 


for Mr. GEORGE TROSSE. 
mended to you, by his own prigh 
as by his Diſcourſes from the Pulpit. He Bear a0: 
mir'd Free. Grace, which had been ſo very conſpicu- 
ous in his Recovery. He was brought, as it were, 
from the very Gates of Hell, to become a Servant of 
the God of Heayen. , He was wreſted, by a peculiar 
Act of Mercy, out of the Hands of the dark Frince, 
that he might eminently ſerve the Living God, There- 
fore, at every turn, he would be ſpeaking very much 
to the Praiſe of Divine Grace, and ever after a Re- 
turn to his God, he liv'd a Life of Gratitude and O- 
bedience ; therefore I may well propoſe him to you 


* 


a sa bright Pattern for your Imitation. 


FA © 1 


J — 2 — * 
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A Brie F Account 0 F Mr. Troſſe's Life finte he 
engag d inthe Miniſtry, ſomewhat enlarg'd 
fince the Sermon was preach . 


' 


BEFORE Igive you his Character, I would bor: 
B row a Paſſage from A-Bp. Tillotſon, in relation 
to Dr. Whizchcor : © To be able to deſcribe him a- 

« right, it were neceſſary one ſhould be like him; 
e for which Reaſon I muſt content my ſelf with a very 
% 1mpertect Draught of him. n 
WHAT Mr. Trofe was before his Converſion you 
may learn from the ample and particular Account he 
has left of himſelf, and is now publith'd. Therefore, 
here I ſhall take no notice of what he was before Di- 
vine Grace gave a bleſſed Turn to his Spirit: Bat ſince 


his Recovery from a State of Death whatan Excellent 


Perſon has he diſcover'd himſelf to be, and that whether 
you conſider him in a Private or 1 ublick Capacity? 
Conſider him as a private Chriſtian, (for a Chriſtian L 
take Leave to ſuppoſe him to be, tho* Perſons of his 

Og * | Perſwaſion 


Perſwaſion are unjuſtly deny'd a Title to that Excel- 
Tent Name, by fome,who difcover not over inuch Cha- 
rity in their Opinions of others.) he was one who not 
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only profeſs'd Chriſtianity, but firmly believ'd the gtand 
M 45 Doctrines of it. He could ſay, that He had 


held faſt the Form of Sound Words, in Faith and Foue 
which is in Chrift Feſns, 2 Tim. 1.13 + For as he be- 


hev'd and aſſerted the Articles of the Common Creed, 


ſo was he eminent for the Performance of Chriſtian 


Duties. His Religion was not confin'd to his Head, 


but was powerful in his Heart, ſhining and conſpicu- 
ous in his Life. He was a Chriſtian as to his Creell 


and Practice both; his Converfation did not thwatt- 
his Belief. by enen. * * 
HO aflidious and affectionate was he in all Du- | 


ties of Piety? How warm and fervent in his Devoti- 
on? What Pleaſure and Satisfaction was it to him to 


ay his ſtated Worſhip and Homage to his God? How | 
Nri an Obſerver of the Lord's. Day? He took care 
that nothing might be done by himſelt, or others a- 


bout him, to protane it. He never read any other 
Books than thoſe of Practical Divinity on that Sacred 
Day. Nay, on the Saturdays, to prepare him the 
better for the Work of the Sabbath, he peruſed no o- 
ther than Practical Diſcourſes. He did not ſpend any 


of the Time of the Lord's-Day in frothy and imper- 
tinent Talk, or in making Needleſs Viſits. He al- 


ways roſe at Five of the Clock in the Morning on the 


Lord's. Day, and ſpent the whole of it in Pious Duties, 
either in publick, private, or ſecret, and that till 
Ten of the Clock at Night. He hath often been heard 
to ſay, that the Sabbath ſhould be made as long as any 
orber Day. He was wont, from his Memory, to re- 


* 
© 
| 
tY 
* 


eat the Sermons which he had either preach'd or 
eard on that Day in his Family. 3 
EVERY Morning and Evening might the Voice 
of Prayer and Praiſe be heard in his Family n 
Houſe 
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Houſe was a little Temple conſecrated to he Service. 
of his God. He ſpent much Time i in Couverſe with 
God in Solitude. 

ONCE in a Month he always kept a Secret Faſt, 
and-then roſe in the Morning at Five, and never came 
down about his Houle till Six in the Evening, but on- 
ly to pray in his Family. He ſpent One'Hour every. 
Monday Morning to repreſent the Caſe of the 
tick to God, and to ſue for Publick Bleſſings,” B 
as he diſcover d his great Piety, ſo his Publick-ſpj rie 
edneſs. Aff thus Was he a far better Priend td + the 
Kingdom than ſuch as Carouſe to the Natidh's' Prof. 


 perity, and drink Damnition to ſuch as He. Saturdays 


in the Afternoon, from Three to Four of the Olek, 
he ſpent in Prayer. The whole of his Lite was not 


expos'd to the View of Men; but much of it war only 
obler vd by the Eye of that God who ſeerh in Srertl. 
He once kept a feeret Faſt at Oxford, when a 9 
there, at which he was Eleven entire Hours upbn 
Knees. For ſome coriſiderable time be pr dee 85 
times in a Day: Even to the laſt o NE) Re 
pray d Six times in that Compals. at- is 19 7 
ſeem'd to have heen made up bf Devotion, 
conversd more with his God, than he did i 
He was ſo frequent upon his Kyees, that; à L Have 
been aſſur d by thoſe who Laid him out, 105 ard 
his Body for Kis Interment, that they were hraw F 
rather corneows. | Antiquity telle us as m 
Fames rhe Lo, that he was fo conſtant at Prisj *. a 6 
the Skinof bis Knees were bardeifa like a" Ne "SP. 
So that his Love to God was very evident, 90965 
many Duties he affectionately a d ſtatedly pe 95 
to him. Beſide, he took all h Hi An 1 
the Word, 23 well a6 to e Was one of 

; * K Sa. 34 wh ! tlie 
nn 1 2s T1 J5 Sau . . 
* > Buſh: lb, 2. c. 23. MEE 8 - 
ra aur? Jm xe 


28 A FUNERAL SERMON. 
the moſt Candid Hearers of Sermons, perhaps, that 
ever was. As he lov'd his God, ſo was he eminent 
for the Love of his Neighbour too. He did what good 
he could to others, according to his Station and Capa- | 
city. He was exactly righteous. Where is the Per- 
ſon who can juſtly complain he was wrong d by him? 
When did he ever refuſe to give any Man his Due? 
And. as he was careful to wrong no Man, fo was he as 
ready to forgive a Wrong where any had been dong | 
him. He was tender of others Names, and therefore 
as he was never forward to ſpeak well 6h himſe1t, ſo | 
neither would he {peak ll of * 4 He Would rather 
excuſe and extenuate Mens Failures, than aggravate 
them. He delighted not in Cenſure and Reproach. 
would not propagate Diſparaging, Stories, to leſſen 
the Reputations of others. Altho*he was a Perſon e- 
minent for Pisty, Charity, and an Uncommon Dih- 
gence in the Service of his great Maſter, yet was he 
A Petſon very humble; he had mean Approbenſions of him- 
Telf. I never heard him, in all the Converlat ion I had 
with hun, hoaſt of anything he had either dane or ſaid; 
de rather choſe to ipeak of his Imporfeftions, than to 
aſt of his Excellencies. Altho' in his Canyerſation he 

r and chearful, yet was his Deportment, al- 


as plgaſant 
ways ſerous, gtave, and campos tl. 
22H18 parity abe er and Indigent was very 
Feat. He had a compaſſionate Heart and a bounti- 
ful Hand, Jam ſatisfy'd, the Poor are ſenſible, that 
they have duſtain d a great Loſs by his Departure. He 
wasalways very: ready to afford. Relief to the Neceſt 
Nied What Multitudes have been plentifully ſup- 
plyed by him? And often, with great Importunity, 
would he ſollicite the Charity of _ or them. $6 
that he might have ſaid, with that'perfe# Saint Job, 
29. 13.16. The Bleſſing of him who was ready to periſh 
came upon me, and Icauſed the Widow's Heart to fing fur 
Foy; Im a Father to the Poor. He never turn'd a- 
g | 5 we £ $108 
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way any Perſon who came to him to beg or to borrow. 
He never lay out any Part of his Salary, which he had 
for Preaching, in providing for the Support and Main. 
tenance of his Family, neither did he lay up any of 
it to encreaſe his Eftate. He indeed bought ſome Part 
of his Cloaths with a little of it; and bis was all he 
expended. upon himſelf. He gave very liberally 
to theWork-Houſe lately erected, When he was living, x 
hequeath'd ſomePart of his Eſtate conditionally for the 
ſame Uſe by his WILL. He never lent his Money for 
any more than Four Pounds per Cent. and,the:Tenth 
Part of that he gave to the Poor. When Coals and 
Corn bore a great Price, Auno 1729, he deliver d to 
Edward Callins,Eſq;then Mayar, the Sum of Ten Pound 
to be diſtrihuted. to ſuch Perſons as he thought mo 
needy and indigent. | I * 4 R 
H E was a very kind aud tender Huſband; (and in- 
deed he was god. in all Relation) ſo that, as I have 
eard Shy him, who well knew him, He was the 
beſt of Huſbands, and the beit of Maſters. He look'd nut 
upon his own Things only, but on the Things of others, ot 
others Souls, 1 61 others Bodies. He was ready to e- 
very good Work; forward to embrace all Opportuni- 
ties of doing good. He did not, as too many do, con- 
fine his Charity to a Party; but was ready to relieve 
the Neceſſitous of whatever Religious Perſwaſion the 
were: He regarded Mens Wants, and not their Opini- 
ons. Theſe Things gain d him an Univerſal Reſpect. 
So that it gue be {aid of him, as it was of Demezri 
That be bad-the good 57 N of all Men, and of the Truth 
it ſelf. 3. John, 12. There was one or more who, by 
their Wenne to blacken him, and fink hi: 
Credit; but the Attempt was as vain as uncharitable. - 
All their deiifive and detracting Language could hot 
-tarniſhkis Reputation, eſtabliſh'd by a long Series 
Good-Works. - 2 
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the Goſpel, and fo hewas well qualify for his Work. 

e had a Head and a Heart well 'furnith'd for | 
difficult and tremendous a Calling, He was a Perfon 
of good Learning. He had a clear Head and a very 
tenacious Memory. He well underſtood the Leary: 
ed nager; was well {kill'd in the Hebrew-Tongue : 
and was fo much a Maſter of it, that de ulld read if 
without the Points. He had read a very great Num: 
her of Books: But the greateſt Part of his Time Was 
ſpent in the Reading Hi fory and Divinity. 7 


HE had the Advantage of an Acadewical Educati- 
on, in**Pembrook-C olledge, in Oxford; where he ente 
a Gentleman Commoner: In which Place he continipd 
about Scyen Years. His uſual, Cuſtom, ſince he 
enter d on the Miniſtry, was to rife in the Mornin 
abottt Five of the Clock, and then he et dete! 
Rimſelf to his Study; there he config d himſelf IH 
about Eight. In all that Time he neuer approach' 
z Fire in the Coldeſt Seaſon. He had ſtill a Book in 
his Hand to peruſe as he went about his Houſe: 80 
that he ſuffer d no Time to paſs by him unimprov'd.* 
HE was a laborious and indefatigable Student, a 
made a very great Proficiency in Learning, whilfl 
he remain'd in the Univerſity, After he had ſpent a- 


bout Seven Years there, he made a tetürn to his | 


Friepds at Exon, where he preach d n among 
them, for ſome conſiderable Time, he Things -whic 
Before be quark fo His Diſcourſes and Prayers amonęſt 


them met with great Acceptance. After he had thus | 


reach'd awhile, in a Way of Probation, he was Or- 
Lei by Five or Six pious Miniſters in Somerfer, Mr. 
CHIC 290 1 Werne „1e 


of 
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This you will be more fully acqnainted with from his own 
Aecount of bis Life. | 


BW 


CONSIDER him in the Capacity of a Mini 


ery + 


FOSEPH| 
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FOSEPH ALLEITN then praying over him. He 
exercis'd his Miniſtry for many Years in private in 
Exon, preaching once a-Week on a Week-Day, and 
adminiſtring the Lord's-Supper to a few ſerious Chri- 
ſtians every Month. He was ſatisfy d with his Non- 
conformity, and did not think himſelf juſtly charge 
able with the Sin of Schiſn. He could not gain Satas- 


faction as to e e erms of Communion with the 
Eſtabliſb'd Church, Yet he attended occaſionally up 
on the Inſtructions of the Aſiniſters of the Hahl 
ment, to ſhnew his charitable Regard to thoſe of a dif- 
ferent Perſwaſion, and how ready he was to ha ve fal- 
len in with them, if they would but have abated 
ſomewhat of their Rigours, He ſufferd Imprifoument 
Six Months in the Cizy-Goal in the Time of the late 
K. Jamet, on the account of his Non Confonmiry. He 
choſe rather to ſuffer in his Liberty, than to act con- 
trary to the Convictions of his Conſcience, The court 
in that King's Time granted Liberty 10  Diſſenters, 
which they readily accepted of, that they might be 
reſcud from the Hands of their wikind Bretheron. At 
that Time King Fames publiſh'd bis Declaration for \ 
Liberty of Conſcience. It was requir'd of the Diſſenting 
Miniſters in this City to read it to their People. But 
Mr. Traſſe was againft it; my Father, * my ſelf, and 

g William 


ſome others, refus d it. Mhen the late Kin 
aſcended the Throne, the Diſſenters had their Liberty 
confirm'd by a Law; and then Mr. Trofſe preach d pub- 
lickly upon the Lorde- Day, at the Time when thoſe of 
| the National Cbureh aſſenibled for Worſhip, which be- 
ft fore he had not done. Mr. Haller dying that Year, 
Mr. Traſſe was made choice of to ſucceed him. And e- 
5 ver 
las at that Time threatemd to have my Liberty taken from 
me for my Refuſal: But my Anſwer was, That I had much ra- 
ther ſuffer ſome Hard/bips from oer Proteſtant Bretheren, than 


do any Thing that might look lrke an Approbation of the Popith 
Superſtitions. : 
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himſelf to the comforting the Conſciences of ſad and 
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ver ſince he continu'd a faithful and laborious 
Miniſter of Chriſt, to his Deceaſe. Every Tueſday he 
preach'd a Catechetical Lecture, and every Wedneſ- 
day a ſtated Lecture, in this Place for ſeveral Years : 
And moſt Times he preach'd Twice every- Lord's-day, 
& very frequently adminiſter d the Lord's-Supper,which 
we have among us Monthly. He was very wil- 
ling to do his own Work; therefore but rarely ſolli- 
cited any to preach for him. He ſpent a great dealof 
Time in viſiting the Sick, diſcourſing to them of the 
State of their Souls, and praying with them. His La- 
bours that Way were very acceptable, and very ſuc- ; 
ceſsful. He had an admirable Dexterity in applying 


de jected Perſons, and ſuch as were afflicted with Hor- 
rours in their Minds. He roſe early in the Morning 
to redeem Time for his Work. | 
HE was a Rational and Methodical Preacher, and 
reſ#d home Duties with a great deal of Warmth and 

oly Vehemence He deliverd himſelf with a great ; 20 
deal of Fluency, not confining himſelf to the Uſe of e 
Notes, for he had a tenacious Memory and awarm Fan- Dez 

cy, e were conſiderable Helps to him in that 

Caſe. 5 wad 3 

HE was an ardent Orator at the Throne of Grace : He 
would pray with that Coprouſneſs, Fluency,8& Affection, that © 
he was the Wonder of all who heard him. He would ad- 
mirably adapt his Prayers to all ſuddain Emergencies 
and Occurrences. Never was he any thing at a loſs 
for Words or Matter, tho' ſometimes upon a Faſting: 
Day he continu'd his Prayers near Two Hours yet ſtill 
was his Auditory entertain d with Variety of Matter, 
without Nauſeous Repetitions. 
HE was a MA rider of an unſported Character; his 
Converſation very ſtri# and regular: And tho ſome | 
envenow'd Tongues and Pens attempted to blacken and 
«ſperſe him, yet by maintaining his Integrity he ſe 
* 
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Beath; bud often deſir d to be gone to x Better ye: 
Where bis Sins and: bis!Sorrowy might ly lia ve un 
end, He was wery willing tb laben us A0 22 0 
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"ſod io. bis Maffer v Will, That might find 
him doi 8 5 Maſters Bauſjneſs:] And, in effect, it 


ath 


diſcours d toſome Friends about him of his great Hopes 


calling upou the Lord, and ſo gave up the Ghoſt. 80 
And as he was a Praying Saint below, no Queſtion | 
ing the Fruit of his Labours, and is poſed of that 


Ser which here he was a comfartable Expeciant 
Nee eee Pere 


length an eminene and ſhining Saint. What a wonders | 


in codæm genere mali ; Many timet a Perfon who has onee 


* 


0... For altho' be'expir'd not in the Fulpit, yet he 
alittle time after he leftit So that he was car-| 
ute, to keep an Eternal one above. As he wat 
poing from the Congregation, (where he had enter. 
im his Hcarers with a Diiſcoumſe of Faith in the 

orning) he fainted in the Street; but, upon hit 

ecovery, in ſome meaſure, from that. Faintneſs, he 


of going to a ſuture Bleſſed uc. After he had reachd | 
his Home, he lay'd him down in a Praying Poſture, 


that as he liv. d a Lite of Prayer; he died praying too: | 
but now. he: is a Praiſing One above. Now is he reap- 
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_ HOW glorious an Inſtance of Nes. Grace was he 
He was once a deſperate and outragiou' Sinner, but at | 


© 
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ful Change was wrought upon him? O the bound- 
leſs Love and Grace of God, who dan make Lift | 
ring out ot the very Sbadom f Dearth, and Heaven | 
gut ot Hell! Here was One fetchd from under the 
Pawer, of the Devil to be an iluſtrious Monumems of Di- 

vine Mercy. Some are ſo very uncharitable as to re- 
proach ſuch as Great Sinners fit, and to treat them. 
with Contempt tho? ſo viſibly chang d tor the better: 
For, Qui ſemel juit malus ſemper praſumitur eſe malus 


om, 
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been lad 15:always preſum d to be gr t 0 the Igno- 
rance of the Efficacy of Divine Grace, in chan ing 
the Heart, or tFro' Malice againſt, or Envy at, thoſe | 
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| who haye been ſo admirably chapg'd. Why ſhould | 


- any 
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any upbraid him with his former Follies, when he has 
penitently confeſs d them, and unfeignedly repented 
of them, and diſcover d his Abhorrency of them, by 
an apparent and undeniable Reformatron, and by 2 
Life of Holineſs for nigh 350 Years? Wou' d it be com- 
mendable in any to reproach David with his groſs 
Wickedneſs in the Caſe of Uriab, when he had hear- 
tily repented of it, and publiſh'd his Repentance to the 
World > Would any Chriſtian's Ear like to hear St. 
Paul revil'd and ſcoff'd at for his Blaſhhemy, Per ſecu- 
tion, and Injury, ſince afterwards he eſpous d the 
Chriſtian Cauſe, was a zealous le of our Lord, and 
2 Saint of the firit Magnitude? Where would be the 
Wiſdom or Charity of it, to endeavour to pour Con- 
tempt upon St. Auſtin, by ſpightfully recounting the 
Vices and Lewaneſs of his Younger Tears * We know, it 
was the haughty Phariſees who treated the bumble and 
penitent Publican with Scornand Diſdain: God, Trhank 
thee. I am not as this Publican : No; but he was incom- 
parably worſe, We ſhould not mention the former Sins 
of ſuch reformed Penitents to diſparage them ; but ad- 
mire the Grace of God, which has been ſo very con- 
ſpicuous in their Change and Recovery, and ſhould 
earneſtly beg to be made Partakers of the ſame Grace. 

I have no more to ſay ; only, let us al endeavour to 
follow his brighe Example, improve the Inſtructiont he 
gave us, and let them not he bury'd in the Grave 
with him. Let us be thankful that he continu'd ſo 
long with us 4 burning and a ſhining Light. 

HE liv'd to the Age of Eighty One, and ſomewhat 
more: So that he was carried //owly and ſafely to Hea- 
ven. May we all take care to live as be, that, when 
we come to the Period of our Days, we may die as 
NY as he, and then aſcend to bim, to live a 
Life of Eternal Bliſs with him, in the Kingdom of God 
above, Auen, and Amen. 
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